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Dear Ascension,

Happy New Year! With the New Year comes
some looking back, assessing, and looking for-
ward. I'd like to bring you up to date with the
progress on our strategic plan and see where
we’re headed this year.

Here were our goals and progress for 2011.:

1. Design and hang interior signs to assist
visitors. A mock-up of the signs is in the nar-
thex and permanent ones will be made and
hung in the near future.

2. Open facility to non-profit and commu-
nity groups. We've updated our facility use
agreement forms and we were pleased to hold
the Montgomery Make a Difference Day in the
fall. We will most likely host it again next year.
We’'d be happy to host other such groups.

3. Formation of Youth Ministry Committee
and Events for Youth. John Keller and Steve
Kenat have engaged our youth during the
Youth Forum on Sunday mornings and other
events. In December, the youth went caroling
at Cottingham Retirement Community. This
month, the youth will be going to Perfect North
for snow tubing.

4. Multi-generational Mission Trip. In
2011, a group representing three generations
went to Newport, Tennessee for one week to
serve the community in a variety of ways.

5. Alternative Worship Service. A full-
fledged alternative worship service is still a
work in progress. However, the Worship and
Music Committee and | have been introducing
new music, utilizing the LCD projector, and in-
corporating creative elements into the
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worship service especially at the 11:00 am wor-
ship service.

Here are our goals for 2012:

1. New street sign. This was a goal set forth
by the visioning group in 2010 and it's a goal
that 1 would love to see us complete in 2012.
The cost is approximately $5000. We most
likely will not be able to afford a new sign
through our regular pledges. However, if you
are able to offer a donation above your pledge
toward a new sign, we could make our church
much more visible from the road.

2. Additional Adult Forum. Pastor Lisa Bern-
heisel has been leading an Adult Forum group
for the past several months that meets in the
narthex on Sunday mornings. Many thanks to
Pastor Lisa for facilitating this meaningful small
group study.

3. Monthly alternative worship service.
See above #5.

4. Small group for interfaith families. The
interfaith dialogue series was held in the weeks
following 9/11/11. | was especially pleased by
the response and the presenters. | expect that
we will be hosting and/or participating in more
interfaith events in 2012.

5. Landscaping Progress. When the new
sanctuary was built, a landscaping plan was
made to complete bit by bit over the coming
years. Our plan is to continue making progress
on the landscaping plan.

Journeying with you,
Pastor Josh
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WHEEL OF FRIENDSHIP

The Wheel of Friendship will

meet January 11 at 10 A .M. at
the church. Janis Wilch will lead the
Bible Study "Confessing Christ". A
baby sitter will be provided. All
women are invited to attend.

DONATIONS

The Wheel of Friendship: collects pop tabs,
pill bottles, wrapped soap, eye glasses, and
soup labels (Campbell’s, Swanson, Prego,
Vv8) .

Women of the Red Eye: collects pennies and
loose change.

First Lutheran: collects pants, jeans, sweat-
ers, sweatshirts, underwear, and socks for
men and women; wash cloths, towels, and
deodorant. Please send these items only, as
storage is a problem.

Matthew 25: collects empty pill bottles to
send to third world countries to help distrib-
ute medications.

NICU University Hospital: collects receiving
blankets, onesies sleepers, and 4 oz. baby
bottles.

The Choir: collects aluminum cans to raise

money for the music fund.



ADULT FORUM JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2012

CHRISTI AN-MUSLI M
RELATIONS

During the months of January and February, Don Bahnfleth will be conduct-
ing a seminar on Christian-Muslim relations.

Much is being said about Christian-Muslim relations in the media during this
Christmas season. If you would like to learn more about these relationships
from a Lutheran perspective come join us at the Adult Forum. Participation
has two benefits —learning more about this critical subject and getting to
know other members of Ascension.

A series of eight leaflets prepared by ELCA are the basis for discussion of
topics like:

“Jesus and Muhammad in the Quran”
“Women in Islam”
“Believing in God”

Come join us. We need you and you need the opportunity to expand your
understanding of this complex subject.




Souper Bowl of Caring

On January 22nd, we will have our annual Souper Bowl of Caring. All
the donations will go to Lutheran World Hunger. Thrivent will help support
our donations. Please sign up on the bulletin board so we know how
much soup to provide. There is also a sign-up if you would like to make
soup. Last year we received $950.00 and $250.00 from Thrivent. Hope-
fully we will meet that and pass more on to Lutheran World Hunger.

f Thrivent Financial for Lutherans®
Let’s thrive:



Youth Forum

Caroling at Cottingham

If you weren't there, you missed a good
time!

We had 17 kids, parents, friends and Santa show up for Caroling at
Cottingham. We also picked up 5 more people that were at Cottingham to
do some caroling, but needed to join up with someone.

Pastor Josh was great musical back-up on the guitar. Kathy Coleman was a

fantastic music holder and everyone was right on pitch. Did | mention that
there was a lot of bell ringing and candy cane handing out?

Then we had pizza and all the cola and cherry ICEEs anyone could drink!

Next Year - Plan to be there,

(al you sticksin the mud! It was fun.)

Cross Wall

If you have a new or old cross you purchased on a recent trip and wish to
donate it to Ascension's ever-increasing cross wall, please do so during De-
cember. A new picture and list will be made for January, 2012. At the pre-
sent, two new crosses have been brought to the church and will be added in
January. See David Bezona if you have such an item to add to our beautiful
wall.
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